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   An environmental policy approach in which a producer’s responsibility, 
physical and/or financial, for a product is extended to the post-consumer 
stage of a product’s life cycle  (OECD, 2001) 

 

Â Shifts responsibility from municipalities or taxpayers to the producer 
(usually brandowners) of a product 

 

Â tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 
(both packaging and contents) 

 

Â To date, EPR targets mainly household consumer products (beverage 
containers, household packaging etc.) 

 

Â Now moving to commercial products (i.e. agricultural waste) 

What is EPR? 
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EPR in Canada 

Source: Stewardship Ontario  
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EPR in Canada 

Source: Stewardship Ontario  



Pesticide EPR Regulations – Five Years Ago 
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Pesticide EPR Regulations – Today 
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EPR Benefits 

Â Supports waste reduction, reuse and recycling 

 

Â Addresses orphan products and historic product legacies 

 

Â Promotes life cycle management  

 

Â Supports more efficient manufacturing 



ñFullò  
Producer Responsibility 

Â Usually requires legislation (although sometimes not ς i.e. 
/ƭŜŀƴC!wa{Ω ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳύ 
 

Â Assigns 100% of the responsibility ï financially and 
operationally to a company, sector or group 
 

Â In general, industry chooses how to finance: 
ςinternalize the costs  
ςexternalize the costs (such as an ñeco-feeò) 
 

Â Industry must monitor, track, and report program 
effectiveness 



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ 9tw ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΚ 

Â Definitions 
ςMust accurately define the Material (package or product) and the 

Steward (who is responsible) 

Â Recovery rates/Performance 
ςRecovery rates must be justifiable 

ςAccessibility must be available to majority of consumers 

Â Promotion and Education 
ςmust facilitate recovery targets 

Â Financing 
ςaǳǎǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦŀƛǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ψ{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΩ όƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭύ 

Â Reporting 
ςMust accurately report success towards program goals 



Challenges with EPR 

Â Difficult for small companies to help lower costs 

 

Â Individual company initiatives and voluntary initiatives can be 
ΨƭƻǎǘΩ ƻǊ ΨƛƎƴƻǊŜŘΩ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ 

 

Â There are many varied corporate interests even among large 
companies 

 
Â Difficult to promote design for environment 

 
Â Developing legislation is a long process to implement and 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ΨŦƛȄΩ ƛŦ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻŎŎǳǊ 
 

 
 
 

 



What is Ontario doing about EPR? 

Â Waste Diversion Act passed in 2002  

 

Â Targeted most household packaging and municipal 
hazardous/special waste 

 

Â MOE announced in 2008 that commercial waste will be 
targeted next (ag waste is included) 

 

Â Ag industry has short time to organize 

 

 

 



Next Steps for Agricultural 
Community 

Â Identify 

ςwhere we are 

ςwhere we are going 

ςhow we get there 

ÂOntario Ag Waste Study will help accomplish the 
above 

ÂNeed feedback from manufacturers, distributors and 
growers 

ÂRegulators and industry must work together to 
ensure efficient, low-cost programs 



Key Messages 

1. CleanFARMS is actively pursuing solutions for 
management of agricultural waste 

 

2. EPR is coming across Canada and this will 
extend to the agricultural sector 

 


